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CHAPTER IX. 

R A I L W A Y S AND CANALS. 

PAKT I .—RAILWAYS. 

Govern- 557. I n India and in all the principal British Colonies, with 
ment aid •"• L 

topubiic the exception of Canada, the railways have been chiefly 
rai ways. ^ ^ ^ some cases entirely, built by the Government with 

public money, and large portions of the public debts have been 
incurred for that purpose, but in this country the Government 
have only built or acquired such lines as were required by 
public policy, those being the Intercolonial and connections and 
the Prince Edward Island Railways—the first being built in ac­
cordance with the wishes of the Imperial Government, and the 
second having been partly assumed and finally completed in 
accordance with the agreement made with Prince Edward 
Island when that Province entered Confederation. The Domi­
nion Government, however, has always been active in encour­
aging private enterprise, and in that way has expended no less 
a sum than $139,745,691 in the shape of bonuses at different 
times to different railways, which sum represents a consider­
able portion of the public debt, and which, as previously men 
tioned, though directly productive to the country at large, 
brings in no immediate return to the Government. In addition 
to the above, the Government has at various times made loans 
to railways, the amount of such loans at present outstanding 
being $21,201,314. The Provincial Government have also 
contributed aid to the extent of $25,048,785, and various 
municipalities to the extent of $13,709,624. 

Lands sub- 558. In addition to the sums above mentioned as having been 
Railways, paid by the Dominion Government, subsidies of Dominion 

lands, principally to lines in Manitoba and the North-West 


